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Mrs. Clark was interested in the work of the Elder Wil- 
liam Brewster Chapter of the D. A. E. of Freeport, 111., 
and was its historian at the time of her death, and at the age 
of 78 years attended the annual state convention of that 
organization at Springfield, 111., in March, 1918. 

Thoroughness of performance of any duty or task was 
one of her life aims, whether it were a matter of religion, 
or one of social, charitable or civic endeavor. As a daughter, 
a sister, a wife and a mother, she was always conscientious, 
ever ready to more than do her part. 

She leaves to mourn her loss two sisters, Mrs. Hester 
A. Loring, of Chula Vista, Calif., and Mrs. William C. Rice, 
of St. Paul, Minn., and a brother, Wm. S. Eberman of Free- 
port, two sons, Frank L. Davis, of New York City, and Dr. 
J. Sheldon Clark of Freeport. She also leaves five grand- 
children, Robert, Katherine and Anna Davis, and Virginia 
and John Sheldon Clark, Jr. 

Funeral services were held from the home of Dr. J. 
Sheldon Clark, 542 Stephenson street. Rev. Charles A. 
Briggs, Jr., pastor of the First M. E. church, conducted the 
services and interment was made in Oakland cemetery. 



PHILIP J. STONEBERG. 
1875—1919. 

Philip J. Stoneberg, of Bishop Hill, Henry County 
Superintendent of Schools, one of the best known and prom- 
inent citizens and educators in the state, a man highly re- 
spected by all who knew him, suddenly passed away Friday 
morning, December 19th, at 1 o'clock at the Kewanee Public 
hospital, after a short illness of four days of appendicitis. 

Mr. Stoneberg was taken suddenly ill on Monday and 
was hurriedly taken to the Kewanee hospital where an 
operation was performed the same day. He continued to 
become worse until the end came shortly after midnight 
Thursday night, December 19, 1919. 
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Philip John Stoneberg was born in Bishop Hill, 111., 
April 3rd, 1875. He died at the Public hospital in Kewa- 
nee December 19th, 1919, at the age of 44 years, 8 months 
and 16 days. 

His public school education was completed in the village 
school in Bishop Hill in 1890. Three years later he entered 
the Knox academy at Galesburg, 111., and later Knox college 
in the same city, where he won several prizes. While there 
he was college reporter for the Daily Republican-Register; 
associate editor of the '99 Gale college annual; served on 
the editorial staff of the "Coup d'Etat", a college monthly, 
and also of the "Knox Student,' ' a college weekly, for two 
years. He was a member of the Gnothautii literary society 
throughout his college course, and in his sophomore year 
won the society's Colton debate prize. He took part in 
athletics and was a member of the track team the last three 
years. He graduated in the spring of 1899 with the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts, and with the first honors of his class, 
the subject of his oration being "The Scandinavians of 
America.' ' He was principal of the Bishop Hill public 
school during the next five years. In 1901 he was granted 
the degree of Master of Arts at Knox. In the years 1904- 
1905 he was a student of Columbia University and obtained 
the A. M. degree from that institution the following spring. 
During this period he wrote a number of valuable articles 
for well known publications. 

In 1909 he returned to Harvard, pursuing studies in 
history, government and education, receiving the A. M. de- 
gree from this university in the spring of 1910. During a 
part of 1911 and 1915 he attended the university of Chicago. 
He also spent some time in research work at the State His- 
torical Society of Wisconsin, at Madison, "Wisconsin. 

He had charge of the Bishop Hill public schools for a 
short time in 1909, the school year of 1911-12, also from 
1916 to the spring of 1918. Altogether he was principal 
of the Bishop Hill school for eight years. He was secre- 
tary of the Bishop Hill Old Settlers' Association since 1899. 
He was an associate of the American Scandinavian Founda- 
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tion, a member of the Illinois State Historical Society, the 
Swedish Historical Society of America, the Society for the 
Advancement of Scandinavian Study, and the National Ed- 
ucational Society. He was also a member of the Henry 
County Historical Society, representing Weller Township 
in the collection of historical data. 

He was the village clerk for six years and village trustee 
for two years. During all these years he frequently con- 
tributed articles to magazines and books. In "The Swedish 
Element in Illinois' ' published two years ago he contributed 
a chapter on "The Bishop Hill Colony." He did more than 
any other to make Bishop Hill known throughout the country. 
Almost every week he sent items of interest to newspapers 
in surrounding towns. A few months ago, in partnership 
with the Rev. C. H. Malmquist he began the publication 
of "The Bishop Hill Messenger", a monthly publication 
devoted to the interests of Bishop Hill and Weller township. 

In 1918 he was appointed to fill the office of county 
superintendent of schools, left vacant by the resignation 
of A. L. Odenweller. In the fall of the same year he was 
elected to this office which he has filled with that thoroughness 
and efficiency which characterized all his work. He has been 
a member of the M. E. church at Bishop Hill since 1889 
and has held many important offices in that church. At the 
time of his death he was a trustee and steward, superinten- 
dent of the Sunday school and vice president of the Ep- 
worth League. He was secretary of the Galesburg District 
Camp Meeting Association, also of the Galesburg Home 
Missionary Society. 

Because of his willingness to take part in active Chris- 
tian work, his ability and generosity, the church in Bishop 
Hill and the Galesburg district suffers an irretrievable loss, 
the magnitude of ^hich we can hardly grasp at this time. 
This loss will also be keenly felt by the Henry County Sun- 
day School Association, of which association he has been 
secretary for more than twenty years. The community at 
large will also miss the many acts of cheerful devotion to 
its manifold interests. A man of unpretentious exterior, 
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he despised all shams. Possessed of education, ability and 
material goods he was always the humble friend of all with 
whom he came in contact. 

The aged he treated with special meekness and respect. 
Compliments embarrassed him. His aim in life was to 
be what he ought to be, and to do what duty required with- 
out a single thought of reward or praise. While his char- 
acter stands out without a spot or stain he never sought 
praise or material reward. With such a noble character 
he was always lenient in his judgment of others. 

His untimely end is an irreparable loss to the entire 
community. The example of his upright, kindly and un- 
selfish life will remain a lasting heritage for future genera- 
tions. No deed was too small or humble for him to per- 
form. His unselfish influence was exerted upon all within 
its pale and the betterment of all his associates was ever 
uppermost in his mind. 

His devotion to his mother was the remark of every 
one who knew his home life. Every hour with her he gave 
freely in loving gratitude and holy respect. He was never 
too busy to speak to her even though their conversation must 
of necessity be carried on in a slow and cumbersome language. 

The recollection of ihis devotion will remain to soften 
every sorrow, to brighten the gloom which has now en- 
tered this home. However time may furrow her cheek and 
silver her brow, she will recall with a softened heart this 
fond devotion of the best friend and comfort God ever gave 
her. 

In his death the community loses a true friend, and our 
hearts go out in sorrow for the bereaved mother and other 
relatives. Philip has retired from our midst but his memory 
will be kept green while life shall last. Peace to his memory ! 

The last sad rites over the remains of Mr. Stoneberg 
were held at the Methodist church at Bishop Hill, Sunday 
afternoon at 1:30 o'clock. The hundreds of friends who 
came from all parts of Henry county to pay the last tribute 
to a worthy man and citizen filled the church to its capacity 
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and many were unable to gain admittance. The service was 
conducted by Rev. C. H. Malmquist, pastor of the Bishop 
Hill church. 

Short eulogies by representative men from all parts of 
the county all united in words of sorrow and esteem. Prof. 
F. U. White, of Galva; County Sunday School Missionary 
Wood, of Geneseo; County Judge Leonard E. Telleen, of 
Cambridge; Presiding Elder James T. Wigren, of Galva; 
Rev. Molberg, of Andover, and Rev. A. G. Peterson, of Galva, 
all joined in tributes of esteem for a worthy colaborer. 

The quartet of which the deceased had been a member, 
Mrs. E. L. Swanson, Miss Harriet Nelson, P. L. Johnson 
and A. F. Nordstrom, sang, i i Some Time We '11 Understand, ' ' 
"In the Cross of Christ I Glory," and "Thy Will Be Done." 
The pall-bearers were E. L. Swanson, J. Jacobson, B. J. Arn- 
quist, A. E. Anderson, A. F. Nordstrom and Elmer V. Nord- 
strom. The floral offerings were profuse. This was the 
most largely attended funeral held in Bishop Hill for a gen- 
eration and the fact that there were no fraternal organiza- 
tions to help swell the crowd bespeaks the universal respect 
of the entire community. 



FORMER RESIDENT OF HILLSBORO, ILL., DIES AT 
AGE OF 101 YEARS. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hillis, a pioneer of Hillsboro and Mont- 
gomery county, died Sunday morning, December 28, 1919, at 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. W. H. Phillips, in San Ber- 
nardino, Cal. 

Mrs. Hillis was born in Guilford, N. C, in 1818, the year 
that Illinois was admitted to the Union, and when a girl she 
saw the first railroad train in the United States. This was 
while she was on a trip to Charleston, S. C, in 1830, with 
her father. Her relatives say that she kept all her faculties 
up to within three months prior to her death. 

Her family moved to Hillsboro, 111., in 1830, and it was 
in this city that she married Dr. Hillis of Hillsboro. She 



